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Who We Are

● The Data Coalition is America’s 
premier voice on data policy.

● A membership-based business 
association.

● We advocate for responsible 
policies to make government data 
high-quality, accessible, and 
useable.

http://www.datacoalition.org/about-the-coalition/members/
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Innovating with Open Government Data

Neil Jacobs, Ph.D.
Assistant Secretary of Commerce for Environmental Observation and Prediction
Performing the duties of Under Secretary of Commerce of Oceans and Atmospheres
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Data Processing, Storage, and Open Access

In
ge

st

Pr
e-

Pr
oc

es
si

ng
(P

ro
du

ct
 G

en
er

at
io

n)

Data 
Assimilatio

n

Global 
NWP 

Model
(FV3-GFS)

Operational 
Real Time 
(NWS, etc.)

Non-real Time 
(OAR, public, 

etc.)

Archive

Satellite Data
• Polar
• Geo 

Stationary

Conventional Data
• Radiosonde 
• Aircraft
• Buoys, etc.

Post-
Processed

Output

= Satellite  Data
= Conventional Data
= Model Data

Downstream 
Models 

(RAP, HRRR, NWM, etc.)



Department of Commerce  //  National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration  //  11



Department of Commerce  //  National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration  //  12



Department of Commerce  //  National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration  //  13



Department of Commerce  //  National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration  //  14



Department of Commerce  //  National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration  //  15



Department of Commerce  //  National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration  //  16



Thank You!
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New, Innovative, and Ready for 
Feedback: 
Experimental Data Products

March 16, 2020

Rebecca Hutchinson
United States Census Bureau

Disclaimer: Any views expressed are those of the author 
and not necessarily those of the United States Census Bureau.
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What are Experimental Data 
Products?

• Provide data users with more timely and relevant 
data

• Created using new data sources and/or 
methodologies

• Provide a benefit to data users in the absence of 
other available data

• Benefit from feedback from data users
• May not meet all Census Bureau quality standards
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What Experimental Data Products 
are currently available?
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• Business Formation Statistics
• Dispersion Statistics on Productivity 
• Post-Secondary Employment Outcomes (PSEO)
• Supplemental Quarterly E-Commerce Table
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Where can you find the
Experimental Data 
Products?

https://www.census.gov/data/experimental-data-products.html

https://www.census.gov/data/experimental-data-products.html
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How do I provide feedback?

Census.Experimental.Data@census.gov

22



2020CENSUS.GOV

Experiment Data Product in Action: 
Business Formation Statistics (BFS)



2020CENSUS.GOV

Overview of BFS
• Provides quarterly data on business applications and business formations nationwide 

and by state, released 2 weeks after the close of a quarter
• Fills a gap in the availability of high frequency, timely data on new business 

formation in the U.S.
• Available data products measuring new business activity typically come with a lag

• For example, Census Bureau’s Business Dynamics Statistics (BDS) offers annual information 
on business entry with a 2-year lag

• BFS focuses on measuring early-stage business activity with shorter lag and with more 
frequent updates  

• New experimental, public-use data product
• Uses only EIN Application Form (SS-4) data from the IRS
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Origins of BFS
Began as a Center for Economic Studies (CES) research 
collaboration with
• Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System
• Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta
• University of Maryland
• University of Notre Dame

First Published as Experimental Data Product on July 17, 2019

25



2020CENSUS.GOV

Business Application Series
Business Applications – The number of applications for an Employer Identification number (EIN) with 
the Internal Revenue Service (IRS). 
• Business Applications (BA) - The core series that excludes all EIN applications in the U.S. that are not filed with a 

business intent:
• Trusts, estates, tax-liens
• Public entities 
• Some other filings with little or no business intent (e.g. personal tax/finance related filings, etc.)

• High-Propensity Business Applications (HBA): Applications that have a relatively high likelihood of becoming 
employer businesses

• From corporate entities
• Indicate hiring employees, purchasing a business or changing organizational type
• Provide a date for first-wages paid/planned
• In manufacturing, retail, health care and restaurants/food service
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Business Formation Series
Use Census Bureau’s Longitudinal Business Database (LBD) to identify new employer firm (EIN) births from 
business applications and the timing (quarter) of these births

• Business Formations within 4 Quarters (BF4Q): 
• Employer businesses that originate from Business Applications (BA) within a four quarter window from the quarter of 

application

• Projected Business Formations within 4 Quarters (PBF4Q): 

• Projected employer businesses that originate from Business Applications (BA) within a four quarter window from the 
quarter of application

• Provides estimates for the quarters for which actuals are not yet available

• All series are also provided for an 8-quarter window (BF8Q, PBF8Q, SBF8Q, DUR8Q)
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What’s next for BFS?
Pursuing Economic Indicator Designation from OMB

Publishing Potential New Series
•More granular geography (county, MSA)
• Industry series (broad NAICS sectors)
•Higher frequency series (monthly, weekly)
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Questions?
Rebecca Hutchinson
rebecca.j.Hutchinson@census.gov
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http://census.gov


Expanding Financial 
Transparency and Open Data
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USING DATA AS A STRATEGIC ASSET

1. Understand data users needs. 
2. Begin with specific use cases.

3. Provide simple access to data and visualizations.

• What key management challenges can data inform? 
• What key questions can data answer? 
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UNDERSTAND DATA USERS NEEDS
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Use Case: 
How much does the federal government 

spend in a day? 
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Use Case: 
How much funding does my Alma Mater receive 

from the federal government? 
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Use Case: 
How many people are homeless in DC on a single night? 

How many beds are available? 
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Questions & Answers - Submit your questions via GoToWebinar
platform

Amy Edwards
Deputy Assistant Secretary, 

Accounting Policy & Financial 
Transparency Office of the 
Fiscal Assistant Secretary, 
Department of the Treasury

Nick Hart
CEO, Data Coalition

Neil Jacobs
Acting Administrator, 
National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric 
Administration

Rebecca 
Hutchinson

Big Data Lead, Census 
Bureau, Department of 

Commerce
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Upcoming Events 

Realizing the Benefits of the Financial 
Transparency Act
April 8, 2020

RegTech Data Week
April 20 – April 24, 2020



Thank you for participating! 

Visit datacoalition.org

Sign up for newsletter!


